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Editorial Note

 s plea for investors to set eyes on
  East Africa’s mining sector contin-
 ues, the authorities should be re-
minded of the competition.

The bloc should keep in mind that her peers 
are also fighting for a cake of the same limited 
foreign direct investment.

Mining needs investors with deep pockets, 
a lot of money is spent on exploration and 
sometimes no tangible yields. Such attributes 
of the sector are an indication that only seri-

Authorities have potential to 
change the narrative

A 
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ous investor play in the mining sector. This be-
comes natural call to authorities to make ease 
of setting up mining operations in the bloc a 
priority. 

Yes, let governments rollout those incentives. 
Lots of baits are out there, solely meant to 
lure the best investors and only the best en-
ticement will attract the so much desired cash 
injection for the mining sector.

It’s obvious that natural resources are sup-
posed to benefit natives but we can only reap 
good rewards with the help of others (Inves-
tors).

Trade dynamics have evolved and only through 
a good, attentive to detail and shrewd negotia-
tors will deliver to us a desired mining industry. 
News that Radoslav Miskiewicz, the Chief 
Executive of Luma Holding Ltd and President 
of the Supervisory Board of LuNa Smelter in 
Rwanda has implored others companies to 
explored mineral potential on the bloc is a wel-
come development. Miskiewicz’s high regard 
for East African mining sector should implore 
authorities to release the mining industry’s po-

tential and proactively reach out to potential 
investors.

He said Rwanda is one of the nations that in-
vestors can consider for diversifying their in-
vestments. Let authorities also embrace his 
sentiments that if countries in the region co-
operate closely and conduct joint efforts, it will 
usher in development, production and added 
value to Africa’s natural resources.

Miskiewicz’s admiration has also be share by 
different other potential investors eyeing the 
region and its calls for more concerted efforts 
to realise a vibrant mining sector.

As we wrap up the year, we hope that authori-
ties will craft a blueprint that will spur the min-
ing sector next year. 

Enjoy the read!

Please remember to share your views, 
opinions and letters on drewmara@gmail.
com



                                                                                                                                                                          5 www.eastafricanminingnews.com                                                                                                     East African Mining News | October - December 2019

Cover Story

     nvestors have been challenged to 
     explore the unexploited mining sector
     on the bloc. 

Radoslav Miskiewicz, the Chief Execu-
tive of Luma Holding Ltd and President 
of the Supervisory Board of LuNa Smelter 
in Rwanda said the local community has 
unexplored mineral potential which pres-
ent opportunities for investors.

“The East African mining sector is truly 
underestimated by new investors, there is 
great potential, both in human and natural 
resources,” said Miskiewicz.

He said Rwanda is one of the nations that 
investors can consider for diversifying 
their investments.

“Rwanda is still considered as the country 
with unexplored minerals potential and I 
believe it can offer several interesting 
opportunities within 3T minerals, gem-
stones, gold and battery minerals.

Our own exploration projects are our key 
concern, as our main goal is to develop 

Investors challenged to consider East Africa

I the concessions into full working mines,” 
Miskiewicz said.

He noted that Rwanda is fast becoming a 
crucial player in the regional mining scene 
with the addition of refining and smelting 
facilities.

“Rwanda is definitely becoming a crucial 
player on the East African mining scene. 

With recently developed production facili-
ties, such as gold refinery, tin smelter and 
upcoming tantalum refinery, its position 
as a regional minerals and metals hub is 
confirmed. 

“I believe it is of a significant importance 
that countries in this region cooperate 
closely and conduct joint efforts leading 
towards development and production of 
the added value here in Africa,” he added.
Meanwhile TechMet Ltd, a UK based min-
ing and mineral processing firm is also 
keen on playing a role on the bloc’s min-
ing industry.

Brian Menell, Chairman and Chief Exec-

utive of the firm expressed commitment 
towards putting Rwanda and the region at 
the heart of world production for strategic 
materials

“We are committed to be part of this en-
gagement in putting Rwanda and the re-
gion at the heart of world production for 
strategic materials such as technology 
metals that are essential building blocks 
of the energy and mobility revolution,” he 
said.

Ngali Mining Ltd which currently holds 
four concessions for gold and amethyst is 
also seeking to acquire more concessions 
according to the firm’s Managing Director 
Fabrice Kayihura.

“We own four concessions for gold and 
amethyst and plan to acquire more con-
cessions for the 3Ts and gemstones,” he 
said.

The recent hosting of the East and Central 
Africa Mining Forum has lured a number 
of firms to expressed interest in investing 
in the local mining eco-system.
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Ethiopia

 uthorities in Ethiopia have re-
 ported declining revenue from
 export of gold over the years.

The country’s ministry of mines and pe-
troleum has disclosed that the latest gold 
exports record low of just $32 million this 
year.

Commenting on the development Tewol-
deberhan Abay, an advisor to the minis-
try of mines and petroleum attributed the 
devastating earning from the resources to 
ever increasing contraband trade being 
carried out at gold extraction sites.

He said the country’s earnings from the 
export of gold have dwindled over time 
from $445 million in 2014 to $32 million 
this year.

 thiopia is on the brink of evolutionary growth and 
 progress as the country’s first modern gold mine – 
 KEFI Minerals’ Tulu Kapi moves into development in 
October.

Samuel Urkato, Mines and Petroleum minister said the country 
is looking to drive significant growth from its mining sector.

According to the mining ministry, the country is undergoing sig-
nificant transformation with progressive change.

“The reformist prime minister is in charge and is [implementing] 

profound economic and political reform, driven by a strategy to 
shift the engine of economic activity to private sector develop-
ment,” it states.

The onset of construction at Tulu Kapi – a 140 000 ozpa gold 
mine scheduled to start producing in 2021 – will at US$250 mil-
lion be the largest single export revenue generator in the country. 

Situated 360 km west of Ethiopia’s capital, Addis Ababa, Tulu 
Kapi gold project fulfills its first-mover position in modern Ethi-
opian mining.

Authentic gold trade slumps in Ethiopia

Ethiopia’s first gold mine moves to 
development phase

A 

E 

Tewoldeberhan said the absence of gold 
buyers at nearby places to the extraction 
sites and the high involvement of ever-in-
creasing brokers in the business has bad-
ly affected the earnings from the precious 
metal.

Gold is Ethiopia’s main mineral export 
and has been mined since ancient times, 
primarily as alluvial or free gold. The 
country’s single large-scale gold mine, 
Lega Dembi, in the southern area of the 
country, which was owned by Midroc, 
was closed last year after public protest 
against the company.

Traditional miners travel up to 500km to 
sell their gold due to absence of trans-
action centers near to the mining areas 
sites, the advisor said.

Meanwhile, to boost revenue from the 
mining sector, the national bank of Ethi-
opia in collaboration with the recently es-
tablished customs commission is building 
gold transaction centers near the sites.

Betru Haile, Market Development and 
Network Director of the Ministry said the 
government is also in the process of re-
vising mining proclamations, allowing 
businesses more incentives that include 
security of tenure, the right to sell miner-
als, preferential duty and tax provisions 
on equipment and machinery. 

In addition, authorities are also working to 
introduce a new mineral transaction law 
to deter illegal actors in the sector.
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Kenya

 evki Group has acquired cash strapped 
 Athi River Mining Plc put under adminis-
 tration in August last year by some of its 
creditors over $190 million (Sh19.3 billion).

Nerandra Raval, Devki Group chairman said 
1,100 employees of the embattled firm which has 
since been suspended from trading at the Nairobi 
Securities Exchange will be retained by the new 
operator, National Cement Company.

Raval said the decision to retain all affected staff 
was deliberately anchored in Devki Group’s re-
solve to protect their livelihoods and support job 
creation.

The steel billionaire acquired ARM at $50 million 
and plans to invest $36 million (Sh3.7 billion) to 
modernize the production plants it has acquired. 
The transaction applies to ARM Cement’s Ken-
yan assets only.

ARM, which was previously controlled by the 
wealthy Paunrana family, started crumbling over 
heavy debt after an investment in its Tanzanian 
business failed to generate a return in the face of 
stiff competition from Dangote Cement and Hei-
lderberg’s Tanzania Portland Cement Company.

In October, the creditors of ARM Cement, once 
the country’s second-largest cement maker, ap-
proved the sale of a subsidiary or assets to re-
duce its debt.

The company has seen its market share plunge 
to just 10 per cent after the clinker plant it built in 
Tanzania in 2014 failed to generate income.

ARM has been unable to recover from losses 
which started in the first half of 2015. In Decem-
ber, Oman’s Raysut Cement said it planned to 
acquire ARM Cement as part of its expansion 
plans.

Part of the outstanding debt includes Sh4.6 bil-
lion convertible debt owed to the African Finance 
Corporation, Sh2.5 billion in overdraft facilities 
owed to Stanbic Bank as well as Sh824 million 
owed to Standard Bank Ltd.

In 2017, the firm took additional overdraft facil-
ities from Guarantee Trust Bank and UBA Bank 
valued at Sh550 million and Sh340 million re-
spectively.

Devki Group 
acquire cash 
strapped ARM in 
Kenya

D 
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Kenya

 enya has shut down40 gold 
 mining and processing plants in 
 Migori, as a government-ap-
pointed task force crack down mining 
plants that have been flouting mining 
rules.

The operation has identified prominent 
business people and government officials 
in the phony activities.

Joseph Rotich, Migori County Commis-
sioner has led the task force team to un-
cover powerful tycoons behind the lucra-
tive yet dangerous enterprise.

The team comprises officers from the 
Mining ministry, Kenya Revenue Author-
ity (KRA), National Environment Man-
agement Authority (Nema), Immigration, 
security agencies, Labour ministry, the 
National Land Commission and the Inte-
rior ministry.

John Munyes, Mining Cabinet Secretary 
wants miners operating illegally to be 
shut down.

“If we don’t move with speed to regulate 
the industry, we will have ourselves to 
blame,” said Munyes.

The crackdown comes in the wake of the 
death of one miner after a mine caved in at 
Kopudho gold mine in Rongo Sub-Coun-
ty. According to reports, the dead man 
was among 11 people who were toiling in 
the mines when tragedy struck.

Kenya crack down on fake mining plants

K Meanwhile reports emanating from Ken-
ya establish that the mines are owned by 
powerful and well-connected individuals, 
including Obado and top officials at the 
Migori County government.

Others include a former Kenyan ambas-
sador, several Chinese investors and 
prominent businessmen in the county, 
Migori county secretary and close Oba-
do ally, Christopher Rusana, whose sites 
are among those which have been served 
with closure notices.

Dr. Magita Machage, who was until 2010 
the Ambassador of Kenya to Russia, has 
also had his sites shut down and  the twin 
brother of former Migori senator Dr. Wil-
fred Machage.

However, county government’s Director 
of Trade, Tourism and Co-operatives Dau-
di Okoth Obado, said they were shocked 
with the government’s crackdown on the 
gold plants. “The closure of the mines has 
an enormous ripple effect on our econ-
omy. Most major towns and business-
es in our county thrive on the proceeds 
from the gold industry. Their closure only 
means a rise in insecurity and crime,” said 
Okoth.

He further noted that the closure of the 
mines would not necessarily help in regu-
lating the industry.

Out of the more than 60 gold leaching and 
six elution (washing) firms spread across 

Nyatike, Rongo, Awendo, Kuria West and 
Suna West, only one per cent has adhered 
to the set guidelines, according to author-
ities. The multi-agency team established 
that most plants do not have safe dispos-
al of used materials, especially hazardous 
waste. They also lack proper labelling and 
storage of toxic chemicals.

“You can see most use cyanide to process 
their gold. Cyanide is a toxic chemical. It 
is illegally imported from the neighbouring 
Tanzania,” said Rotich.

Source: Nation
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Tanzania

 ullion miner Barrick Gold are confident that they will
 reach their target by year end as the third–quarter 
 preliminary results has  positive figures across the 
company’s portfolios. 

According to the company, the full-year production is continuing 
to trend towards the upper end of its 5.1-million to 5.6-million 
ounce guidance range, despite third-quarter production being 
lower than that of the second quarter.

Barrick Gold Chief Executive Officer, Mark Bristow said that the 
third-quarter production results were strong across its portfolio 
and explained that the quarter-on-quarter gold production drop 
was the result of operational restrictions at North Mara, in Tan-
zania.

“Third-quarter gold costs were also higher between 11 percent 
and 13 percent, as a result of higher depreciation resulting from 
purchase price adjustments at Nevada Gold Mines, in the US, 
but it remained in line with the guidance for the year.

“The third-quarter results show preliminary third-quarter sales of 
1.32-million ounces of gold and 64-million pounds of copper, as 

 etra’s Williamson Diamond production has this year 
 swam against the tide to register high output amid its 
 operations being impacted by financial constraints.

Williamson Diamond production registered a 17 percent in-
crease this year and it turned out to be the mining company’s 
four-decade high output thus far. 

According to Petra Diamond, the mine output rose to 399,615 
carats in year ending June from 341,102 carats similar period 
last year.

The firm says this feat was achieved despite the company facing 
financial constraints due to blocked exports as well as overdue 
VAT receivables.

“The mine performed well with production up 17 per cent, the 
highest level of production achieved by the mine in over 40 
years,” reads the report issued recently.

“[The constraints is] due to the parcel of 71,654 carats that re-
mains blocked for export and the overdue VAT receivables...,” 
the largest diamond mine based in Mwadui, Shinyanga said.

The VAT overdue stands at 32.9 million US dollars for a year 
ending June up from 24.2 million US dollars of similar period 
last year.

However, the diamond mine returns increased by 36 per cent to 
93 million US dollars from 68.5 million US dollars. 

The revenue increase was attributed to rise in “production and 
resultant higher sales volumes, offset by lower prices per carat 

Barrick confident of reaching target by year 
end

Diamond firm defy odds to hit high output

B 

P 

well as preliminary third-quarter production of 1.31-million ounc-
es of gold and 111-million pounds of copper,” he said.

He also added that preliminary third quarter copper production 
was higher than the second quarter, as a result of higher produc-
tion at Lumwana, in Zambia. 

Bristow also explained the reasons behind the third quarter low 
sale at the copper mining Lumwana and also spoke of the mea-
sures to avert such a recurrence in future.

”Third-quarter copper sales were lower than production, owing 
to a major refurbishment at one of the third-party smelters that 
processes a portion of the concentrate produced by Lumwana.

The refurbishment should be completed by the end of the year 
and evaluation of alternative smelter opportunities during the 
maintenance period is ongoing,” said Bristow. 

Third quarter copper cost of sales per pound are expected to 
be in line with the prior quarter and C1 cash costs per pound 
are expected to be two percent to four percent higher than the 
second quarter. 

achieved.” The positive impact on the unit cost of increased vol-
umes treated was offset by the normalisation of costs, following 
the severe cost cutting measures implemented in last year re-
quired due to the mine’s liquidity constraints.

The total on-mine cash cost for next year is guided at ca. 62 
million US dollars while capital expenditure for this year was 8.6 
million US dollars mainly related to in-pit waste stripping activ-
ities.

The mine despite having been in operation since 1940, the pit is 
only 95 metres at its deepest point due to the large size of the 
deposit.
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Tanzania

 atoro believes its gold project Haneti in Tanzania
 can deliver a number of discrete large-scale explo-
 ration and development opportunities.

The company has identified precious, base and strategic 
metal prospectively within the boundaries of its Haneti Proj-
ect. “The Haneti project is approximately 5 000 km² in size 
and represents, a very interesting exploration opportunity 
and we are developing innovative approaches to capitalise 
on the value Haneti represents to our business,” said Katoro 
executive chairperson Louis Coetzee.

“Within the boundaries of this project, Katoro have identified 
precious, base and strategic metal prospectively and, in the 
opinion of the Katoro board, Haneti is capable of delivering a 
number of discrete large-scale exploration and development 
opportunities,” he said. He added that the company was de-
veloping approaches to capitalise on its value.

“Within the boundaries of this project, Katoro have identified 
precious, base and strategic metal prospectivity and, in the 
opinion of the Katoro board, Haneti is capable of delivering a 
number of discrete large-scale exploration and development 
opportunities,” said Coetzee.

Haneti is a polymetallic system with identified potential for 
nickel (sulphide and laterite), platinum group metals (PGMs), 
copper, gold, lithium and rare earth elements (REEs). The 
principle target zone is an 80-km-long ultramafic belt with 
grades from surface sampling of up to 13.6 perent nickel and 
2.33 g/t combined platinum and palladium.

Nickel and palladium have experienced significant price 
strength of late, with nickel now trading at about $17 600/t 
and palladium at $1 637/oz. Within the ultramafic belt is the 
principal target, Mihanza Hill, where 2015 geophysical work 
identified significant extensions to nickel sulphide prospec-
tive target rock formations and geochemical interpretation 
has identified prospectivity for chonolith type nickel/copper/
PGMs mineralisation.

Mihanza Hill is believed, based on desktop work undertaken, 
to have the potential to host a similar style of mineralisation 
to Sipa Resources’ Akelikongo nickel project, in Uganda. 
Also, within the Haneti licence area there is identified green-
stone gold potential to the west, where there is extensive 
artisanal gold mining in an area a few kilometres to the east 
of Shanta Gold’s 700 000 oz Singida project.

Gold miner targets 
Haneti’s great 
exploration potential

K 
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Tanzania

 ustralian graphite mining
 company, Walkabout Resourc-
 es, believes that the Lindi Jumbo 
Project in Tanzania is a very unique, once 
in a lifetime initiative though its commod-
ity is poorly understood.

The Lindi Jumbo project is high-grade 
graphite mine located in south-east Tan-
zania. It is owned by African graphite 
developer, Walkabout Resources, which 
currently holds a 70% stake in the proj-
ect, with an option to acquire 100%.

With an estimated mine life of 20 years, 
the project is expected to have an average 
production capacity of 260,000 tonnes 
a year (t/y) of ore at 16% total graphitic 
content (TGC) for a total of 40,000tpa of 
graphite in concentrate.

Walkabout Resources Director, Andrew 
Cunningham said he will take time at the 
upcoming East and Central Africa Mining 
Forum to talk about the project as well as 
other Tanzanian mining potentials.

His company is a bronze sponsor of the 
Forum and he  will address the confer-

Lindi jumbo a once in a lifetime project

A ence on “Developing the high-grade Lindi 
Jumbo Project in Tanzania” and take part 
in a panel discussion on Tanzania’s min-
ing potential.

“The Lindi Jumbo project is a very unique, 
once in a lifetime project but for a very 
special commodity, graphite, that is poor-
ly understood and for which there is a de-
finitive market. I hope that people will un-
derstand the graphite sector better, and 
realise that there are opportunities wait-
ing, and not always for the usual minerals 
that are explored for,” said Cunningham.
  
Cunningham also took time to elaborate 
on the project’s sustainability, responsible 
mining and eco-friendly practices on the 
ground for the company.

“The Lindi Jumbo Graphite project in Tan-
zania is the find of a lifetime, and at a very 
exciting stage of the project’s lifespan. 
The project is of utmost importance to us. 

Without the buy-in from the local com-
munities, government institutions and all 
the stakeholders from within the country 
in which you operate, we would never 

have progressed with the Lindi Jumbo 
Project in the rapid manner in which we 
have. By having the correct team in place, 
sourced largely from the local community 
has been a huge benefit. Local talent is 
available and competent,” he said.

Lindi Jumbo mine is located in the Paleo-
proterozoic usagaran belt, whose regional 
geology contains graphite gneisses and 
schists, amphibole and biotite gneisses 
along the flanks of anti- and synforms.

The graphite mineralisation occurs within 
the graphite gneisses and schists.

The Mtwara city in Tanzania is the closest 
regional centre to the project. 

The city has a port and airport, which are 
suitable for export of graphite concen-
trate. The project site can be accessed 
from Mtwara through sealed and un-
sealed roads.

Besides the road access, the project cur-
rently doesn’t have any other infrastruc-
ture.
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 ollowing on from encouraging
 exploration results earlier in 
 October, East Africa-focused 
gold producer Shanta Gold’s results saw 
an increase in production and a decrease 
in the company’s debt.

Shanta Gold continued to pay down its 
debt and improve its financial position in 
the third quarter of the year, while also im-
proving its mineral resource estimate.  

The company produced 22,726oz in the 
third quarter of 2019, up from 19,856 
in the previous quarter, for a total of 
64,956oz in the year to date. 

With year-to-date production of 64 956 
oz, Shanta remains on track to meet its 
full-year guidance of between 80 000 oz 
and 84 000 oz of gold.

Shanta posts favourable results

F The company’s net debt ended the third 
quarter at $20.7-million – the lowest it has 
been in more than six years – compared 
with $26.9-million in the second quarter.

Company’s CEO Eric Zurrin was in an up-
beat mood and said this is down to the 
way they give incentives to their workers 
as well as putting the right people with 
right skills in the right place.

“It is down to the way we give incentives 
to the team, and the way we put the right 
people at the right places with the right 
skills. 

It is also due to keeping a close eye on 
cost management, with my background 
in finance I make sure that all allocations 
are in the right places,” he said.

Shanta achieved an improved head grade 
during the reporting quarter of 4.5 g/t 
gold, compared with 3.9 g/t gold in the 
second quarter of the year.

The company converted 126 787 oz of in-
ferred resources, grading 3.15 g/t gold, to 
83 543 oz of indicated resources, grading 
7.85 g/t gold. Shanta also added 58 553 
oz of new inferred resources, grading 4.79 
g/t, to the mineral resource at New Luika.

Meanwhile, the company was exploring 
the high-potential Bauhinia Creek North 
and Elizabeth Hill North deposits, which 
had intersection mineralisation with size-
able widths, including 6 m grading 8.62 
g/t, 4 m grading 8.38 g/t and 9 m grading 
6.62 g/t gold.

Tanzania
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Uganda

 oftware giant headquartered 
 in New Zealand, Seequent 
 recently launched, the Uganda 
Geoscience Data Portal supported by 
an international consortium that aims to 
improve the geoscience understanding of 
the Jinja and Mbarara regions in Uganda 
to stimulate sustainable socio-economic 
investment.

According to Seequent, the portal makes 
geoscience data freely available to en-
courage investment. The primary aim is to 
encourage mineral exploration and sup-
port better early stage decision making.

In addition, the data resources will bene-
fit: environmental and land-use planning, 
water resource management and sustain-
able energy development such as geo-
thermal.

The pilot project, part of the African Re-
source Geoscience Initiative (ARGI), was 
enabled through a public-private-partner-
ship between government, industry and 
commercial organizations under the aus-
pices of the African Union Commission 
(AUC). 

The AUC promotes the process of inte-
gration in the continent to enable Africa 
to play its rightful role in the global econ-
omy while addressing multifaceted social, 
economic and political problems.

Uganda pilot project is a collaborative 
initiative between: the African Union 

Geoscience data to encourage investment in 
Uganda

S Commission, Geosoft Inc. (a Seequent 
company), the British Geological Survey 
(BGS), the Uganda Directorate of Geolog-
ical Survey and Mines (UDGSM) and the 
Ugandan Chamber of Mines and Petro-
leum (UCMP). The portal is cloud-hosted 
by The National Information and Technol-
ogy Authority – Uganda (NITA-U).

“Activation of Africa’s vast geodata re-
sources, through multi-stakeholder col-
laboration, is key to unlocking its value for 
downstream economic and social benefit 
within the respective countries. We are 
excited along with our project partners to 
explore how geoscience data can enable 
this,” says June McAlarey from Seequent.

The portal will focus on Jinja within the 
greenstone belt to the east of Kampala, 
prospective for gold, base metals, phos-
phates, rare earth elements and vermicu-
lite; and Mbarara southwest of Kampala 
which has the potential for gold and base 
metals including copper, lead, nickel and 
zinc.

Meanwhile the Uganda Geoscience Data 
Portal has a powerful user-friendly inter-
face for delivering multi-disciplinary data 
and documents stored within multiple 
systems. 

Stakeholders can define their area of in-
terest to search for data, interrogate, pre-
view and download data in commercial 
or open standard formats via a shareable 
link. The data can easily be integrated into 

exploration company prospectivity analy-
sis, exploration software packages and 
other decision support packages used by 
potential investors.

Zachary Baguma, the Commissioner Ge-
ology at UDGSM, says: “This project is in 
tandem with our investment promotion 
efforts. 

We recently launched a campaign of 
country-wide exploration and data col-
lection. This will be one of the means of 
exposing our data globally and attracting 
direct foreign investment.”

“Promotion and fostering investment into 
Uganda’s mineral sector is our flagship as 
a Chamber. This three year project will fill 
one of the biggest gaps we are currently 
faced with; availability of data. 

We are excited to be part of a partnership 
to showcase and make available data 
that would guide potential investors into 
Uganda’s mineral sector,” said Catherine 
Niwamanya Wabomba,  acting Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer at UCMP.

The pilot project is guided by the aspira-
tions and principles of the Africa Mining 
Vision (AMV) and Agenda 2063, which 
recognizes geodata as an imperative for 
future development of Africa’s extractives, 
energy, agriculture, forestry, fisheries, in-
frastructure, and tourism sectors.
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 ganda is in the final stages of 
 developing new mining laws to 
 support private sector invest-
ment in the country’s mining sector.

Peter Lokeris, the country’s State Min-
ister for Mineral Development assured 
delegates who attended t he 8th Annual 
Mineral Wealth Conference of the loom-
ing changes.

“As a government, we are committed to 
ensuring that the country becomes the 
number one investment center for the pri-
vate sector to invest in when it comes to 
the mining sector,” said Lokeris.

Lokeris said the mining sector’s contribu-
tion to Uganda’s GDP  is still very low at 
only 0.05 percent yet Uganda is endowed 
with various minerals whose demand is 
high on the international market.

New mining laws on the cards in Uganda

U He, however, advised investors to form 
joint venture partnerships with local Artis-
anal miners reasoning that this will help in 
building the capacity of the local artisanal 
miners.

This year, the8th Annual Mineral Wealth 
Conference was held under the banner 
‘Creating an enabling environment for 
mining in Uganda’ .

Elsie Attafuah, UNDP Country Represen-
tative speaking at the event, asked both 
the international and local miners to en-
sure that they use modern technology 
while mining for the good of the country’s 
environment.

Meanwhile the Uganda Chamber of Mines 
and Petroleum Chairman Dr Elly Karu-
hanga said Uganda has more compara-
tive advantages in the mining industry but 

the government need to invest in sectors 
that can lower the cost of doing business 
in the mining industry.

Uganda
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Rwanda 

 ussian firm, ROSGEO, the State 
 Geological Holding Company 
 has plans to debut the Rwandan 
mining sector undertaking geological sur-
veys, exploratory studies and provision of 
equipment.

The firm’s entry into the local eco-system 
was facilitated by the signing of a mining 
and hydrocarbon Cooperation Agreement 
in Sochi, Russia on the sidelines of the 
Russia-Africa summit.

Francis Gatare the Chief Executive of 
Rwanda Mines, Petroleum and Gas 
Board (RMB) signed on behalf of the gov-
ernment with Sergey Gorkov the firm’s 
Chief Executive representing Russia.

 wandan Mines, Petroleum and 
 Gas Board (RMB) will this month 
 host the East and Central Afri-
can regions’ mining sector.

The inaugural East and Central Mining 
Forum slated from 28-29 October has 
attracted mining ministers from Tanzania, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Zimba-
bwe and South Sudan.

Francis Gatare, RMB Chief Executive Of-
ficer said the event will provide a platform 
to share success stories and opportuni-
ties.

“Geology tends to be regional. There is 
no single country that has a monopoly 
on its own geological endowments. They 
tend to be regional and similar in many 
regards. 

“This makes it important to share geologi-
cal information across the region. It’s also 

Russian firm inks deal in Rwanda

Rwanda host regional mining jamboree

R

R

“This Agreement aims to foster Russian 
investments in Rwanda’s mining, oil and 
gas sector. With Russia’s expertise in the 
extractive sector there is no doubt the 
agreement will bear fruit,” Gatare said.

The pact formalises a commitment to de-
velop and promote a mutually beneficial 
public-private cooperation and partner-
ship in undertaking geochemical analysis 
of hydrocarbons samples from Lake Kivu 
and in managing and interpreting mining 
geophysical data.

As part of the agreement, the two parties 
will jointly identify future hydrocarbon ex-
ploration opportunities in the Lake Kivu 
basin, collaborate to set up a certified 

very important for the country to share ex-
periences and in turn start to see mineral 
resources as regional projects, especially 
when you begin to think about processing 
on a competitive level that would bring in 
economic returns,” said Gatare.

Sharing his sentiments, Dr. Radoslav Mi-
skiewics, CEO of Luma Holding Ltd and 
President of the Supervisory Board of 
LuNa Smelter in Rwanda reckons that 
East African mining sector has unex-
plored mineral potential and is underesti-
mated by new investors.

“The East African mining sector is truly 
underestimated by new investors, there is 
great potential, both in human and natural 
resources,” says Dr. Miskiewicz.

“Rwanda is still considered as the coun-
try with unexplored minerals potential,” 
he added.

geochemistry, petrology and mineralogy 
laboratory, provide training in the study of 
geosciences, and develop Rwanda’s geo-
thermal potential.

The agreement also provides for the sup-
ply of equipment and services for geo-
logical exploration and mining, technical 
assistance and transfer knowledge, and 
training in cutting-edge software needed 
for mining and hydrocarbons exploration.

Gatare said that the agreement serves to 
foster Russian investments in the local 
mining sector to bring on board the coun-
try’s expertise.

Dr Miskiewicz said Rwanda can offer sev-
eral interesting opportunities within 3T 
minerals, gemstones, gold and battery 
minerals. 

“Our own exploration projects are our key 
concern, as our main goal is to develop 
the concessions into full working mines.”

The Forum will also feature more region-
al success stories in the mining sector 
from the region such as Lindi Jumbo 
Project from Tanzania, TechMet Limited 
from the United Kingdom who are deal-
ing with financing mining projects in East 
and Central Africa issue, Aldango Ltd 
who are supporting the government to 
transform Rwanda into a precious metal 
manufacturing and trading hub across Af-
rica, Montero Mining who are experts in 
Tanzania, diversifying its mining potential 
issue and Ngali Mining Ltd who own four 
gold and amethyst mining concessions in 
Rwanda etc.
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      n his new book, Billions at Play: The 
      Future of African Energy and Doing 
      Deals, leading African energy attorney, 
NJ Ayuk, maintains that Africans have the 
power to reverse the so-called ‘resource 
curse’ and use their continent’s petro-
leum resources to fuel positive chang-
es—but only if they address unresolved 
security issues.

“African countries simply must do more 
to address political and civil discontent in 
areas where oil and gas producers are ac-
tive,” Ayuk writes in chapter 15 of Billions 
at Play: The Future of African Energy and 
Doing Deals. 

“If they don’t, they will run the risk of 
alienating investors and losing access to 
funds.” 

Energy security – the protection of critical 
energy infrastructure and natural resource 
assets – plays a vital and dynamic role in 
assuring the optimization and monetiza-
tion of these operations.

The African Energy Chamber, led by 
Ayuk, calls on African governments and 
oil companies to do more to protect the 
energy and natural resource infrastructure 
in Africa. 

Oil and gas infrastructure is quickly be-
coming a principal target for terrorists, 
rogue organizations, hostile state and 
non-state actors, and criminal enterpris-
es across the continent, as we see in the 
Middle East.

Attacks on energy infrastructure and 
natural resource assets in Africa’s major 
oil-producing countries have far too long 
been the norm. 

In Nigeria, onshore and offshore vandal 
and terror attacks against oil and gas op-
erating facilities have been ongoing. 

Physical attacks against oil and gas work-
ers by Islamist insurgents in northern Mo-
zambique pose threats to Mozambique’s 
LNG ambitions. Angola’s Sonangol re-
cently suffered a crippling ransom ware 
cyber-attack.

Kenya has suffered the disruption of oil 
production and oil transport due to ter-
rorist and vandal attacks in its western 
region. 

Algeria was victim of a direct physical at-

Call for dialogue to protect African energy 

I tack against one of its major gas process-
ing facilities. 

Ayuk urges the deployment of prop-
er “best-in-class” security solutions to 
ensure greater project success for the 
stakeholders who operate and maintain 
Africa’s energy and natural resource as-
sets.

The Ayuk’s stance has earned the praise 
of C. Derek Campbell, CEO of Energy & 
Natural Resource Security, Inc., a U.S.-
based company that offers physical, cy-
ber, and technical security solutions for 
oil and gas operators across the globe, 
with specific concentration and expertise 
in the African energy and natural resource 
market.

Campbell lauds Ayuk’s insistence that Af-
rican governments look for ways to work 
with businesses to employ best-in-class 
security protocols so that both the public 
and the private sector can benefit from oil 
and gas development. 

“Africa’s energy producers can’t afford to 
ignore security,” Campbell said.

“Governments have just as much of a 
stake as C-Suite executives do in finding 
ways to address security issues that lead 
to chaos, violence and disorder – they 
must join forces NOW.  If they do so, the 

energy opportunities on the continent be-
come attractive to investors, and are giv-
en a chance to flourish for the benefit of 
all Africans.”

Ayuk has plenty to say about what 
might constitute “big, pragmatic, com-
mon-sense solutions” to security prob-
lems in his chapter about security con-
cerns – to include direct inputs from 
Campbell. In fact, the entire book has 
practical ideas for strategically harness-
ing Africa’s oil and gas resources in a 
manner that is attractive to investors and 
beneficial to the citizenry of Africa.

“Everyone who has an interest in seeing 
Africa move in a positive direction should 
read this book,” said Campbell. 

“Mr. Ayuk doesn’t just lament Africa’s dif-
ficulties and throw up his hands. He looks 
for answers – answers that are executable 
and sustainable across the entire energy 
value chain.”

NJ Ayuk is founder and CEO of Pan-Afri-
can corporate law conglomerate, Centu-
rion Law Group, Founder and Executive 
Chairman of the African Energy Chamber 
and co-author of Big Barrels: African Oil 
and Gas and the Quest for Prosperity 
(2017). He is recognized as one of the 
foremost figures in African business to-
day.

International News
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International News

 exagon’s Mining division announced today it has signed
 a five-year technology partnership agreement with 
 Ellatzite-Med, the largest company in Bulgaria’s GEO-
TECHMIN GROUP. The seven-figure deal will supply the compa-
ny with HxGN MinePlan software and services.

Ellatzite-Med AD is one of the largest copper mining companies 
in Bulgaria, dealing mainly with extraction and processing of 
copper porphyry gold-bearing ores from Ellatzite open-pit mine 
located near the town of Etropole, 80 kilometers east of the cap-
ital, Sofia. 

The HxGN MinePlan portfolio is built on technology proven in 
mines worldwide for almost 50 years. It comprises solutions 
for exploration, geology, engineering, planning and production. 
Product integration is important to Ellatzite-Med, said Selçuk 
Akinci, EMEA Senior Territory Manager for Hexagon’s Mining di-
vision.

“Ellatzite-Med knows that productive mines depend on proven 
solutions that standardize workflows, ensure accountability and 
improve collaboration,” said Akinci. 

 ibo Energy PLC, the multi-asset, Africa focused, energy 
 company, is pleased to announce that further to the 
 announcement dated 9 October 2019, it (‘New Ordinary 
Shares’). 

The proceeds from the Placing will be utilised primarily Kibo En-
ergy has raised more funds to develop the company’s diverse 
energy portfolio and working capital requirements despite chal-
lenges in the equity market.

“We are pleased to have raised capital during a particularly tur-
bulent time in the global market through new and existing in-
vestors including the Directors, as well as the support of certain 
suppliers and creditors. 

With this money, we will be able to continue developing our di-
verse portfolio of major energy assets towards commercialisa-

“Today’s deal means our partner has one, fully integrated and 
comprehensive system. They can manage their data without 
any transfers or conversion issues. Plus, they can count on out-
standing support from our services’ department.”

“We constantly work towards the implementation and use of 
modern technologies and mine planning techniques in order to 
ensure efficient development of our company and in particular, 
mining processes,” said Eng. Ivaylo Nikolov, Director of Ellatzite 
Mine Complex. 

“Modernization and investment for the digitalization process of 
the mine complex are one of our top priorities. The integration of 
Hexagon’s software MinePlan 3D is yet another step towards the 
development of the mine complex into an upscale technology 
company.” 

Hexagon is a global leader in sensor, software and autonomous 
solutions. We are putting data to work to boost efficiency, pro-
ductivity, and quality across industrial, manufacturing, infra-
structure, safety and mobility applications.

tion.  We look forward to providing updates on progress in this 
regard in the near future,” said Louis Coetzee, Chief Executive 
Officer of Kibo. According to the company, it has successful-
ly raised GBP1,500,000 via the issue of 333,333,333 ordinary 
shares at 0.45 pence per share, of par value €0.001 each.

In addition, Kibo also received interest from and settled payment 
with service providers, suppliers and creditors for an amount of 
GBP490,000 via the issue of 108,888,947 ordinary shares of par 
value €0.001 each. 

Kibo is simultaneously developing three similar coal-fuelled 
power projects: the Mbeya Coal to Power Project (MCPP) in Tan-
zania; the Mabesekwa Coal Independent Power Project (MCIPP) 
in Botswana and the Bengan Independent Power Project (BIPP) 
in Mozambique. 

Hexagon inks five-year mine-planning deal

Kibo defies odds to raise capital

H
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Industry Innovation

     nstrotech is offering Kobold’s PNK pressure measurement
     converter, used for the electrical remote transmission of 
     pressure.  

The new equipment is for use in heavy machinery, engines, ship-
building and automotive engineering, the robustly constructed 
unit must work reliably whilst withstanding strong vibrations and 
widely varying ambient temperatures.  

Kobold PNK’s physical size is also as small as possible so that 
several of the units can be arranged, clearly visibly, into confined 
spaces. 

When subjected to pressure, the Bourdon tube deflects laterally.  
The degree of deflection is converted into a proportional electrical 
measurement using a contact-free differential transformer.  The 
integrated amplifier offers an analogue current output of 0 (4) to 
20 mA or a voltage of 0 – 10V.  

In addition, the compact PNK unit comprises a pressure mea-
suring element (Bourdon tube), the inductive tapping system and 
the downstream amplifier. The electrical supply is connected via 
screwed cable glands. The aluminium alloy casing is saltwater-re-
sistant and is designed for easy access to pressure connections, 
cable entry points and terminals. 

PNK Key features:

Measuring range: -1… 0 bar to 0 …100 bar

Sensor: Bourdon tube with inductance sensor

Measuring accuracy: +1% of full scale

Pressure: maximum 160bar; temperature: maximum 80°C

Process connection:  M16 x 1,5 with conical nipple, R1/4 R11/2,  
1/2“ NPT

Material: brass connection, saltwater resistant aluminium casing

Kobold offers harsh 
industrial conditions 
converter

I
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Industry Innovation

 he crucial double pulse test for 
 measuring and evaluating 
 switching parameters of SiC, 
GaN Power devices can now be per-
formed in less than a minute.

New Tektronix Inc.’ software plugin for 
its AFG31000 Arbitrary/Function Genera-
tor, makes it possible to perform crucial 
double pulse testing in less than a minute, 
and thus saving a significant amount of 
time when compared to alternative meth-
ods.

With the new double pulse test software, 
engineers can quickly define pulse pa-
rameters from a single window on the 
AFG31000’s large touchscreen display 
and then generate the pulses they need 
to perform testing – all in under a minute.
 
The application offers impedance adjust-
ment of pulse width and the time gap be-
tween each pulse, up to 30 pulses. Pulse 
widths can range from 20 ns to 150 µs.

“The new Double Pulse Test plugin is an-
other example of how our new AFG31000 
makes it easy to set up test systems, 
quickly change parameters and run 

Tektronix simplifies power efficiency testing 

T through a range of test cases with high 
efficiency and stability,” said Chris Bohn, 
vice president and general manager of the 
Keithley Product Line at Tektronix. 

“This represents a huge increase in pro-
ductivity for power engineers, translating 
into significant cost savings and shorter 
time to market.”

Double pulse testing is used by research-
ers and design and test engineers in the 
power and semiconductor industries to 
measure and evaluate the switching pa-
rameters and dynamic behavior of power 
devices, including those made from wide 
bandgap materials such as Silicon Car-
bide (SiC) and Gallium Nitride (GaN).

Meanwhile to perform a double pulse test, 
an engineer needs to precisely generate 
at least two voltage pulses with varying 
pulse widths and timing to trigger a MOS-
FET or IGBT power device. 

The measurements are taken with an os-
cilloscope like a Tektronix 5 Series MSO. 

However, generating these pulses has 
been challenging with today’s test equip-

ment, forcing researchers and engineers 
to manually create waveforms using PCs 
or microcontrollers – a time-consuming 
and error-prone approach.

Introduced last year, the AFG31000 rede-
fines the arbitrary/function generator with 
a number of industry firsts in its class, 
including the largest touchscreen, a new 
user interface, the patented InstaView™ 
technology feature that automatically de-
tects and compensates for impedance 
mismatches, programmable waveform 
sequencing, and a new ArbBuilder tool 
for easily creating and editing arbitrary 
waveforms.

Featuring a 9-inch touchscreen display, 
AFG31000 series instruments are avail-
able in 1- or 2-channel configurations 
and deliver 14-bit vertical resolution along 
with 250 MSa/s, 1 GSa/s or 2 GSa/s sam-
ple rate performance.

The new equipment can be found at COM-
TEST, a- local representative of TEKTRO-
NIX innovation, precision and easy-to-op-
erate test, measurement, problem solving 
and solution monitoring globally for over 
70 years.





For further enquiries mail at
africa@bkt-tires.com
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