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Editorial Note

 eptember 2017, we penned an editorial that questioned 
 a lot of Tanzanian President John Magufuli’s actions,
 though we were not in agreement with some of his ini-
tiatives, his country seem to be no reaping the benefits.

Remember we were criticising the President issuing a directive 
to the country’s soldiers to build walls around mines in the coun-
try, as a stop gap measure to limit and control movement of the 
country’s gems.

On announcing such a decision Magufuli appeared to going 
against the grain and putting in place more radical policies, at a 
time when the world is promoting Free Trade.

We saw an opportunity for those with deep pockets to possible 
shy away from the once promising nation. 

At the time Tanzania also passed an amended mining and tax 
laws to make it mandatory for the state to own at least 16 per-
cent of mining projects, while also raising export royalties.

In addition, two other laws allowing Tanzania to cancel and re-
negotiate contracts for natural resources like gas or minerals, 
and removing the right to international arbitration were passed.

Under the new law, government became entitled to acquire, 
in total, up to 50 percent of the shares of the mining company 
commensurate with the total tax expenditures incurred by the 
government in favour of the mining company.

The law also raised Tanzania’s royalties from gold, copper, sil-
ver and platinum exports to six percent from four percent and 
further raised the royalty on uranium exports from five percent 
to six percent.

Today we are reporting a different story, as the extractive in Tan-
zania has turned around the country’s extractive industry’ for-
tunes.

The recent monthly economic review shows gold export in par-
ticular, sharply raised by 48.3 per cent to $2.087 billion in Octo-
ber 2019 $1.407 billion collected in October 2018.

According to the central bank, the increase came from an in-
crease in volume, ‘which is partly related to government mea-
sures to strengthen supervision of mining activities in the coun-
try’.

Well maybe Magufuli’s way of doing things will work for Tanzania 
but in the meantime, we will keep a watchful eye on develop-
ments there.

However,  Magufuli has made a positive turn and relaxed the 
Mining Sector Regulations 2018, which required local compa-
nies to own a controlling stake in multinationals.

Let us keep an eye on the developments in Tanzania, as we 
hope for the best.

Remember to send your comments, inquiries and letters to 
drewmara@gmail.com

Enjoy the read!

Not all directives are negative
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Cover Story

 s Tanzania embarked on reforms 
 to boost revenue collection, the 
 country’s extractive industry 
turned around its fortunes last year.

Already the recent monthly economic re-
view shows gold export in particular, sharp-
ly raised by 48.3 per cent to $2.087 billion 
in October 2019 $1.407 billion collected in 
October 2018.

According to the central bank, the increase 
came from an increase in volume, “which 
is partly related to government measures to 
strengthen supervision of mining activities 
in the country.”

Constant reforms spur Tanzania’s mining 
industry

A The positive yields came after Tanzania re-
laxed the Mining Sector Regulations 2018, 
which required local companies to own a 
controlling stake in multinationals.

In addition, government set up mineral trad-
ing hubs across the country with an eye on 
roping in small-scale miners, brokers and 
dealers. The centres are expected to pro-
vide more transparency in the country’s 
mining industry, and stop mineral smug-
gling and tax evasion.

Currently, there are 28 trading hubs in the 
mineral-rich areas of Arusha, Chunya, Dar 
es Salaam, Dodoma, Geita, Iringa, Kahama, 

Katavi, Kigoma, Manyara, Mara, Mbeya, 
Mwanza, Namanga, Ruvuma, Sekenke, 
Shinyanga, Singida, Songwe, Tabora and 
Tanga.

With time, all information on small-scale 
and middle-scale miners are being obtained 
at the trading hubs, making  it easier for 
miners to conduct business with banks, re-
tailers, brokers, jewellers and other traders 
in a regulated environment.

Tanzania has been under spotlight after 
government made reforms in its mining 
sector with a view to increase its stake and 
profitable returns from its natural resources.
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Ethiopia

 s gaps in legal frameworks and 
 lack of integration among 
 stakeholders continue to trouble 
Ethiopia’s mining sector performance, the 
country aims high.

Ethiopia plans to earn 1 billion U.S. dollars 
in revenue of mining exports during the 
Ethiopian Fiscal Year 2019/20, which ends 
in June.

The country has already established several 
gold trading centers as it seeks to boost its 
income from the mining sector and at the 

 efi Minerals an emerging gold 
 producer anticipate to start 
 project development for its Tulu 
Kapi project, in Ethiopia, this year.

This comes as Kefi established a public-pri-
vate partnership platform for the highly pro-
spective Oromia region, which now stands 
to benefit from modern industrial-scale 
mining for the first time.

Challenges fail to derail Ethiopia’s mining 
objectives

Kefi to start development at Tulu Kapi

A 

K 

same time reduce contraband mining trade.
“We expect mining firms engaged in min-
ing exploration to enter into production 
in 2019/20, as well as the resumption of 
mining activities by those firms that have 
stopped mineral production due to the 
country’s foreign currency shortage and un-
rest in some traditional mining areas,” said 
Betru Haile, Market Development Linkage 
and Forecast Directorate at Ethiopia Minis-
try of Mines and Petroleum (MoMP).

Ethiopia earned 49 million U.S. dollars in 
mining exports in 2018/19, the lowest min-

Harry Anagnostaras-Adams, Kefi Executive 
Chairperson said project level subscriptions 
has been issued to the company’s partners, 
and agreements are expected to be duly 
executed and returned by the government 
and ANS Mining  to allow their subscrip-
tions for equity into the project compa-
ny, Tulu Kapi Gold Mines Share Company 
(TKGM).

The company also announced that some 

ing revenue for the East African country in 
years.

Betru said the mass sensitization campaign 
which will include all relevant stakeholders 
aims to combat contraband mining activ-
ities that have partly blamed for Ethiopia 
achieving low mining revenues in 2018/19.

The major challenges that are often said to 
have a negative impact on Ethiopia’s min-
ing sector performance are gaps in legal 
frameworks and lack of integration among 
stakeholders.

of these subscription proceeds had already 
been deployed by the Ethiopian govern-
ment in order to construct a new road of 11 
km from the main highway to the Tulu Kapi 
project site. 

Kefi expects the transfer of the first tranche 
of the ANS Mining funding of $9.5-million 
to TKGM shortly after the return of the sub-
scription agreements.
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Ethiopia

 thiopia intends to remove mining sector investment 
               barriers, as the country focus on minerals used in 
 agriculture and construction to help drive its industrial-
ization.

“Our ministry will keep reforming to remove uncertainties that held 
back the development of the mining industry,” said minerals min-
ister Samuel Urkato.

Authorities believe shaking up several sectors in a liberalization 
drive will transform Ethiopia into a middle-income country.

With mostly artisanal mining industry, Ethiopia wants to woo for-
eign mining companies to kick-start development of its vast min-
eral resources.

Government has plans to give incentives to investors expected to 
develop minerals used in agriculture such as potash, a key ingre-
dient in fertilizer, as well as construction minerals.

Though government is still working out the details on tax and in-
centive policies, a revised mining law is expected in August.

Changes to the country’s mining policies are anticipated to spur 
the mining sector’s contribution to GDP to ten percent by 2030 
from the current three percent.

Two years ago, Ethiopia cut the corporate income tax rate for min-
ers to 25 percent from 35 percent and has lowered the precious 
metals royalty rate to seven percent from eight percent.

However, Ethiopia still faces stiff competition on the continent in 
vying for much-needed foreign investment.

Meanwhile government is enlisting the help of organizations such 
as the Canadian International Resources and Governance Insti-
tute (CIRDI) to develop the artisanal mining sector and increase 
government proceeds from these activities.

Ethiopia produces 60 percent to 80 percent are mined artisanal, 
while that figure rises to 80 percent to 95 percent for construction 
minerals such as basalt, pumice and limestone, according to Ra-
hel Getachew, senior program officer at CIRDI’s project support-
ing the ministry of mines.

Ethiopia catapult mining GDP contribution
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Kenya

 enya has delayed a mining licence to London-based Red 
 Rock Resources which plans to produce gold in Migori, 
 western Kenya. 

The development has forced the multinational to retain a £5.2 million 
($6.91 million) provision it had made for its troubled local operation.

Eyeing a 243 square-kilometre site with deposits of the precious 
metal valued at more than Ksh180 billion ($1.8 billion), Red Rock 
Resources has been waiting for the licence since 2018.

Despite approval of the application by the Mining Rights Board 
(MRB), the process of awarding the licence has dragged on.

 enya has revoked mining licenses 
 for companies that failed to
  meet required regulatory and op-
erational standards with the most affected 
being non-precious minerals, gemstone( 
except diamond), iron ore , industrial miner-
als and gypsum.

Authorities revoked expired licences which 
had been issued under the repealed Mining 
Act (Cap. 306) and whose holders have not 
applied for grant of similar type of rights un-
der the Mining Act, 2016.

“It is worth noting that all the licenses re-

Twenty-six licenses revoked for breach of law

K 

K 

“The final administrative step has been slow in coming, and to Red 
Rock’s disappointment had not occurred as expected by the time 
of this report going to print,” Red Rock said recently in a trading 
update.

“The directors have therefore taken the conservative decision not to 
write back in these accounts any part of the £5.2 million impairment 
taken in the June 30, 2015 accounts pending resolution of the court 
case.”

Resource estimate place gold deposits at the South West Kenya site 
at 1.2 million ounces that would have a market value of Ksh183.4 
billion (1.8 billion) based on the current bullion price of about $1,514 
(Ksh153,000) per ounce.

voked under the above gazette notice were 
all exploration or prospecting licences is-
sued under the repealed mining Act Cap 
306,” John Omenge, permanent secretary 
in the ministry of mining told media.

Indications are that majority of the canceled 
licenses were projects in Kwale, Tana River 
and Kilifi counties.

Turksgate Enterprises Limited is the biggest 
casualty after losing base minerals, gem-
stones except diamond exploration licence 
in Turkana, where it had previously secured 
an 802. 5 square kilometre site.

According to authorities all the licenses had 
expired between years 2011 and 2017.

“All the licence holders of the expired (and 
subsequently) revoked had been written to 
and given 21 days notice to comply with the 
transitional provisions by applying for sim-
ilar type of licences under the Mining Act 
2016 on priority basis. 

“This would have provided for continuity of 
their rights – some form of renewal or re-
grant,” said Omenge.

Red Rock’s mining licence bid stalls in Kenya
Image courtesy: Financial Times
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Feature: Mining Indaba 2020

New slot: Legal Indaba at Mining Indaba
 he nature of African mining 
 requires companies to 
 understand and navigate com-
plex, constantly evolving legal environ-
ments. 

Legal teams and stakeholders need to 
stay ahead of the changes in order to 
capitalise on resource opportunities.

Pan African legal issues can range from 
local community and employment mat-
ters to global compliance obligations. 

With this in mind, Mining Indaba has intro-
duced a brand-new stream, The General 
Counsel Forum – A Legal Indaba, in part-
nership with Africa Legal.

The General Counsel Forum is a unique 
platform for law firms and in-house legal 

T teams to network with each other and 
offers opportunities for operators and in-
ternational law firms to come together to 
widen their industry knowledge and de-
velop partnerships.

It is also dedicated to tackling key region-
al and global legal issues in the mining 
sector, with three key panel discussions: 
risk, growth and sustainability

In addition, its focused on building a 
culture of compliance across multiple 
organisational levels and departments, 
embracing technology to drive risk man-
agement and reinforcing the collective re-
sponsibility of risk management.

The forum also considers the increasing 
expectations placed on the mining Gen-
eral Council to effectively explain and 

manage African legal developments and 
increasing global regulation and sustain-
ability goals.

This year, the platform will discuss a range 
of industry-specific discussion topics on 
a broad range of subjects, ranging from 
land rights issues to climate change: the 
legal framework of liability, insurance and 
sustainability.
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Six Mining Indaba tips for getting capital
 s one of the world’s largest 
 investment events, Mining 
 Indaba is the place to be for 
junior mining companies seeking invest-
ment opportunities. 

Mining Indaba provides a platform for ju-
nior miners to promote their projects and 
raise their profile to global investors and 
international media; to build relationships 
amongst a high-profile investment com-
munity and gain a better understanding 
of what investors are looking for, with 
months’ worth of meetings conducted 
over four days.

One of the primary goals is to connect ju-
nior miners with capital: “We remain dedi-
cated to helping junior mining companies 
secure funding through various avenues.” 
Below are some of the advantages and 
spring board into mining financing for ju-
nior miners. 

1. JUNIOR MINING SHOWCASE 

Strategically placed next to the Investor 
Lounge, the showcase brings junior min-
ers close to capital holders, encouraging 
organic interactions. This space offers 
maximum visibility to investors through 
branded booths and an opportunity to 
showcase exciting projects in Africa. 

Restricted morning access for mining 
executives and investors provides an in-
timate and private atmosphere to conduct 
confidential meetings. This year, we have 
added extra booths, creating additional 
capacity for junior mining companies.

2. THE JUNIOR MINING FORUM 

Through expert discussions with inves-
tors, analysts, junior miners and end us-
ers, the Junior Mining Forum is dedicated 
to exploring the factors which drive in-
vestment decisions within African mining 
markets. The insights gained from the fo-
rum assist junior miners in thinking about 
how to appeal to investors. Top sessions 
at this year’s Mining Indaba include:

Are we reaching a long-run bull market in 
gold?

Are junior gold projects in west Africa at-
tractive to investors?

Can the SA PGM market turn around?

What strategy do car manufacturers and 

A

battery makers have in place to increase 
the supply of battery materials?
What practises?

3. THE INVESTOR RELATIONS (IR) 

The personalised IR service, which is 
available to every exhibiting company, 
helps facilitate investment goals at Min-
ing Indaba. Using in-depth knowledge 
of mining financial markets, the IR team 
builds a comprehensive understanding of 
each company’s investment proposition.

At the point of registration, the investment 
criteria of over 600 investments are cap-
tured to match mining companies with 
those investors most suited to them. The 
IR team uses this information to help ar-
range meetings with only the most suit-
able investors, financiers and analysts.

4. SPECIAL DELEGATE RATES 

Mining Indaba continues to offer junior 
mining companies one of the lowest rates 
available, making participation in the 
event and access to investment opportu-
nities more accessible.

5. THE INVESTMENT BATTLEFIELD
The investment battlefield elevates the 
profiles of junior mining companies by 
providing a platform to pitch their proj-

ects to the global finance community live 
on stage. Successful participants benefit 
from new connections with high-profile 
investors and international media cover-
age. 

The investor judges also offer direct 
feedback on how to maximise appeal to 
attract funding, significantly increasing 
chances of junior miners securing capital.

6. BUSINESS MATCHMAKING 

Mining Indaba’s leading business match-
making service allows attending compa-
nies to quickly and easily filter through 
over 6000 delegates to find top business 
matches. This service uses intelligent 
matchmaking to facilitate meaningful in-
teractions with appropriate financiers.

We are excited to host this year’s junior 
mining companies and look forward to 
providing a platform to discuss invest-
ment drivers and emerging projects in Af-
rica, and ultimately to help junior miners 
secure funding by facilitating engagement 
with investors.

The 2020 event aims to attract more than 
600 global investors and corporate devel-
opment teams, offering limitless opportu-
nities to secure funding.

Feature: Mining Indaba 2020
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      ith the growing need for 
      minerals to fuel the transition to
      a low-carbon future there is 
potential for substantial growth in the min-
ing sector.

This year, Mining Indaba will host un-
missable pioneering insights and genuine 
thought-leading discussions with industry 
heavyweights from across the value chain 
on the subject.

The mining industry is under pressure from 
all quarters – government, communities, 
investors, and environmental organisations 
– to adopt sustainable business practices 
and reduce the effects that mining has on 
the environment over the complete lifecycle 
of the mine. 

However, the growth of mining firms will be 
decided by how they adapt to the growing 
need for environmentally and socially sus-
tainable mining operations. Access to water 
is one of the biggest challenges facing mine 
operators. 

In its 2015 report Ernst & Young highlighted 
the need for a strategic approach to water 
management that benefits all stakeholders 
as one of the key business challenges that 
the industry faces. Strategic water man-
agement can reduce risks and benefit local 
communities. 

This was highlighted in a report released 
last year by the International Council on 
Mining & Metals (ICMM), which presents 
case studies of water management from 
mining companies and highlights some pro-
gressive projects.
 
One prime example that the ICMM report 
highlighted was the Trekkopje uranium mine 
in western Namibia. The Trekkopje ore body 
at the open cast operation covers a surface 
area of approximately 42 square kilometres, 
with the main ore-bearing content being 
present within the upper 15m of the deposit. 

During exploration and the pilot testing 
phases at the mine site, water was supplied 
from aquifers along the coast. 

Yield from these aquifers is limited, and 
groundwater on the site is saline and used 
mainly for dust suppression. 

The only realistic option was seawater de-
salination, and mine operator AREVA, con-
structed a desalination plant, the first one 
for the country, to meet the water needs of 
the mine.
 A strategy advocated by Nikisi Lesufi, se-
nior executive environment, health and leg-

Mining Indaba 2020 spotlight on sustainability

W acies, Minerals Council South Africa is to 
look to innovative water management tech-
nologies. 

“We can reduce the volume of waste and 
the toxicity of waste by using new technol-
ogy available to us,” he says. 

“Our reporting systems are not up to 
scratch; if we had real-time water manage-
ment with self-assessment tools to com-
pare ourselves to others in terms of per-
formance status, think of the difference it 
would make.

“We also need to look at the transition when 
a mine is closed – how do we use the infra-
structure, land and water,” quizzed Lesufi.

He highlighted that the old days of closing 
and grassing over are unsustainable.

“We need to transition from one form of 
economic activity directly to another.”
 
The mining operation involves processing 
the ore to separate valuable minerals, leav-
ing behind huge volumes of waste tailings. 

This presents a triumvirate of challenges to 
the mine operator in the form of water con-
servation, cost of tailings and reclamation.
 
Leading the dialogue on dry tailings and ad-
dressing decommissioning of legacy dams 
will encompass conserving water and ore 
and reducing adverse impact on surround-
ing areas of a mine. 

“Today, about 70 per cent of the mines op-
erated by the major mining companies are 
in countries where water scarcity is consid-
ered as the major risk,” Gouveia adds. 

“Therefore, responsible usage of water is 
the primary driver for increasing interest in 
tailings dewatering. 

“Mine operators should adopt smart filtra-
tion solutions that either help in maximise 
water recovery thus conserving water in-
take in a mine or provide an end to end 
solution for dry stacking.”
 
A greater imperative is to clean up existing 
tailings dams and re-process tailings so that 
they can be used as mine back-fill material. 

“This would also help conserving ore, in-
creasing mine life and reducing the volume 
of tailings to be stored,” Gouveia adds. 

“Replacing wet tailing dams by dry stack-
ing lowers the risk of social hazards, saving 
lives and property and preserving natural 

water bodies by eliminating contamination 
and leaking. Safer and more environmental-
ly sensitive tailings handling and manage-
ment also reduces conflicts with local com-
munities and regulatory bodies.”
 
According to Antoinette Pietersen, stake-
holder engagement manager at Golder’s 
Johannesburg, office effective community 
partnerships are crucial to sustainable min-
ing operations. 

“The relationship between the companies 
mining the earth’s precious resources and 
the people who have made their homes 
upon these treasured lands for time imme-
morial is evolving into productive partner-
ships that benefit communities and mining 
operations,” she says. 

“With the task of satisfying the world’s 
growing need for minerals comes the social 
responsibility to be a functional partner in 
the communities in which they operate, and 
the recognition that sustainable practices 
are critical to corporate success.”
 
Successful management of stakeholder 
expectations begins with thorough and ef-
fective communication, and acceptance of 
accountability as a participant in the com-
munity. 

“While mines are frequently expected to 
bring benefits to a community — such as 
infrastructure improvements, education, 
and job opportunities — it is essential for 
the mining company to collaborate with le-
gitimate structures within the community to 
assess the options best suited to their live-
lihoods,” Pietersen continues. 

“When expectations aren’t met, it can often 
be traced back to a lack of respect of local 
customs and values, collaboration within 
established structures within the communi-
ty and communication with a community.”
 
Mining companies that are not yet on board 
with creating partnerships within the com-
munity need to start thinking differently, and 
many are. 

“The old way of doing business was to look 
only at what the law requires and checks off 
those boxes without looking at the broad-
er picture, which is that they are operating 
within a community of people who have 
social concerns, values and needs that in-
clude the environment and infrastructure of 
their community,” Pietersen concludes. 

“Time and again we have seen how poor re-
lationships cause social outrage that could 
have been avoided.”

Feature: Mining Indaba 2020
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Tanzania

 uthorities in Tanzania have started
 reminding mining companies to
 unveil their mine closure plans in 
line with the Mining Act.

Tanzania’ s minister of mines, Dotto Bite-
ko said that about 190 mining companies 
out of 200 have not submitted their mining 
landscape information, detailing such ac-
tivities before, during and after their mining 
activities in the surrounding communities.

The 2017 amendments of the Mining Act 
direct mining company owners to present 
to the state environmental recovery plan(s).

Tanzania demands mine closure plans from 
mining companies 

A “This is a legal requirement and must be 
submitted before starting and shutting 
down operations,” said Biteko.

The minister said the list specifically goes 
to large-scale mining companies operating 
in the country.

He said companies must allocate sufficient 
funds for land reclamation at every stage of 
end of their business operation.

“We would not condone companies that go 
against the legal requirement,” he said, de-
tailing that a lot more mining firms have so 

far closed their operations and left behind 
serious wasted environments,” said Biteko.

Meanwhile Prof Idrissa Kikula, Chairman of 
the Mineral Commission Board of Directors 
said mining companies must come together 
to address challenges, which face commu-
nities in their areas of operations.

He said there is a question of local content, 
which mining companies must develop as 
strategies engaging them with communi-
ty members to ensure they resolve such 
anomalies.
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Tanzania

     alkabout Resources has 
     launched a secured loan note 
     issue in the international capital 
markets to raise USD40m.

Allan Mulligan, Walkabout Resources Direc-
tor said the net proceeds of the loan note 
together with existing cash, exercise of out-
standing options, the bridging debt facility 
and other equity proceeds will be used to 
fund the development and construction of 
the Lindi Jumbo Graphite Project in Tanza-

Walkabout work on US$40m loan note issue

W nia. He further said the loan notes will be 
USD-denominated and will be senior se-
cured obligations of the company, with a 
five-year term, unless earlier repurchased 
or redeemed, and bearing interest payable 
quarterly in arrears. 

“The loan notes will be guaranteed against 
the Lindi Jumbo Project,” said Mulligan.

Mulligan said the company has engaged 
the international investment bank Pareto 

MINING PROJECTS  
FROM ONE SOURCE
MACHINES . PLANTS . PROCESSES

Ennshafenstraße 40  
4470 Enns. Austria 
T +43/7223/83620-0 
www.cemtec.at 
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Securities to advise on procuring the devel-
opment funding for the Lindi Jumbo Project.
 
“The company benefits from Pareto’s 
experience of funding greenfield min-
ing projects and structuring emerging 
market transactions especially when 
considering the regulatory and logis-
tical aspects of lending to a project in 
Tanzania,” said Mulligan.
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Uganda

 esidents of Kamuwunga Village in Lukaya Town Council,
 Kalungu District in Uganda want government to protect 
 Lwera swamp facing extinction due to sand mining.

Lwera swamp, which stretches about 20kms on the Kampala–Ma-
saka highway, is a major water catchment area for several rivers 
and wetlands in Gomba, Mpigi and Kalungu districts. 

“Sand miners now use heavy machinery; we have started expe-
riencing floods, which has not been the case. Some sand miners 
leave huge open pits and trenches, which are dangerous to the 
environment. If they are not stopped, we are headed for disaster,” 
said Ronald Ssemanda, the village chairperson.

The residents said sand mining has blocked the swamp’s drainage 
channels, leading to stagnation of water that sometimes ends up 
in their homes.

Ssemanda said said water from the swamp has inundated nearby 

Sand mining worries villagers in Uganda

R gardens of sweet potatoes, maize and cassava.

“Residents will suffer famine because their plantations were de-
stroyed by floods.”

Currently information on the National Environment Management 
Authority (Nema) website indicates that 80 percent of sand mining 
companies in the Lake Victoria Basin is in Lwera swamp. Nema, 
however, reveals that Lwera residents have not benefitted from the 
trade, save for a few casual jobs.

“Kamaliba, a traditional fishing village, which is surrounded by 
three mining companies, has been ravaged by activities of these 
miners. 

“The village has lost shelter, toilets, access roads, recreation land 
and land for cultivation, as some of the developers have expanded 
their mines beyond the permitted boundaries,” the Nema report 
reads.
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 ew data-driven portal is expected to 
 encourage mineral exploration in Uganda
  has been launched.

The Uganda Geoscience Data Portal, is part of the 
African Resource Geoscience Initiative and aims to 
improve the geoscience understanding of the Jinja 
and Mbarara regions in Uganda.

“The primary aim is to encourage mineral exploration 
and support better early-stage decision making,” said 
the developers.

According to the developers, the website makes geo-
sciences data freely available and encourages invest-
ment in the African country. The project was enabled 
through a public-private partnership between govern-
ment, industry and commercial organizations, under 
the auspices of the African Union Commission.

Apart from mineral exploration, the data resources 
on the website could also benefit environmental and 
land-use planning, water resource management and 
sustainable energy development such as geothermal.

Meanwhile the focus on Jinja, which is an area within 
the greenstone belt to the east of Kampala, is because 
the land there is prospective for gold, base metals, 
phosphates, rare earth elements and vermiculite.
 
The Mbarara region, on the other hand, is located 
southwest of Kampala and has potential for gold and 
base metals including copper, lead, nickel and zinc.

The Uganda pilot project is a collaborative initiative 
between the African Union Commission, Geosoft Inc., 
the National Research Council of Canada Industrial 
Research Assistance Program, the British Geological 
Survey, the Uganda Directorate of Geological Survey 
and Mines and the Ugandan Chamber of Mines and 
Petroleum.

Uganda launch mining resource website

N 

Uganda
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Rwanda

 wanda Mines, Petroleum and Gas 
 Board (RMB) have challenged the 
 mining sector to create a buffer 
against declining commodities prices.

“We have a small number of minerals at 
the market and we need to discover new 
ones so that there is balance between the 
minerals whose prices increased and those 
that saw prices falling on the market,” said 
Francis Gatare, the Chief Executive Officer 
of RMB.

Gatare revealed that they are looking to dis-
cover new minerals as a way to diversify the 
minerals being exported from the country.

He also encouraged miners to increase the 
volumes of mineral exports to maintain that 

Rwanda discover new minerals to diversify 
minerals exports

R stability of their revenues. Rwanda targets 
to collect $800 million by 2020 and $1.5 bil-
lion by 2024.

“That is why we are now having mineral fac-
tories on board that could help us in refinery 
of minerals like gold, tantalum and wolfram 
so as to add value to the minerals we take 
to the international market,” Gatare said.

Meanwhile Malick Kalima, the Director of 
Wolfram Mining and Processing Company 
Ltd, operating in Rwinkwavu sector, Kayon-
za District in Eastern Province said the fall-
ing prices of minerals is impacting heavily 
on the sector.

“Our issue is not about the volume of min-
erals; it might be the same or bigger than 

last year’s. However the prices of almost 
all mines have declined on the international 
market. It is affecting us because we didn’t 
earn the revenues we had projected,” said 
Kalima who also doubles as the Chairper-
son of Rwanda Miners’ Association.

Kalima said the falling prices have nothing 
to do with the quality of minerals exported 
on the international market, but rather an 
issue affecting all countries producing min-
erals.

“We do not have much to do on the pric-
es because this is not the case of Rwanda 
only. What we are only doing is to increase 
the produce we take to the market so we 
can increase the revenue,” he added.
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Rwanda

 s the mining sector in Rwanda 
 experience a resurgence, 
 liberalization of the sector is slow-
ly absorbing private investors.

Intergovernmental Forum on Mining, Min-
erals, Metals and Sustainable Development 
(IGF) says the country has in recent years 
seen a flurry of activities.

The developments have also inspired gov-
ernment to enact a new mining law, to tack-
le issues such as licensing, illegal mining 
and the safety of the communities that in-
habit mining areas.

“We have recently revised our regulatory 
framework from policy to mining code and 
regulation – to not only make it competi-
tive for companies to operate in but to also 
provide a platform that will make it easy for 
companies to comply with regulatory re-
quirements,” said Francis Gatare, the Chief 
Executive Officer of Rwanda Mines, Petro-
leum and Gas Board (RMB).

Gatare believes 50 percent of the countries 
minerals are still lost because of poor min-
ing techniques often practiced by artisanal 
diggers.

“There are over 3,000 mining sites across 
the country but still 50 per cent of expected 
mineral produce remain in the soil due to 
lack of modern mining and minerals sluicing 
techniques,” Gatare said.

Silver lining continues to beam on Rwanda’s 
mining industry

A However, recent changes have also been 
contested by some stakeholders in the min-
ing industry. 

Though the country renewed 27 licences 
for mining companies last year, a number 
of companies lost their contracts, including 
two American firms that have since filed an 
international arbitration suit against Rwan-
da.

RMB says its task is two-fold: conducting 
an exploration mission across the country 
to obtain geological data that can show-
case what Rwanda really has to offer, and 
pulling in private investors that can stimu-
late growth in a way small artisanal mining 
cannot.

“We are opening up our mining sector in 
a way that has not been done in the past, 
providing as much geological information 
as possible,” said Gatare.

By 2020, the country plans to generate 
$800m per year from mineral exports, ris-
ing to $1.5bn in 2024, over four times the 
$373m revenue that was collected in 2017.

Analyst have indicated that Rwanda’s most 
promising industry is the mining sector, 
where a number of minerals including tin, 
tungsten, tantalum and gold are churned 
out daily either by artisanal miners or in 
small and large-scale operations. 
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International News

 imultaneously developing three 
 similar coal-fuelled power 
 projects Mbeya Coal to Power 
Project (MCPP) in Tanzania, Mabesekwa 
Coal Independent Power Project (MCIPP) 
in Botswana and the Benga Independent 
Power Project (BIPP) in Mozambique, Kibo 
Energy has welcomed African Union’s in-
tentions to roll-out a continent-wide elec-
tricity market master plan.  

“We are delighted that the African Union 
is uniting to roll-out this electricity market 
masterplan, which is something we have 
been suggesting for some time,” said Lou-
is Coetzee, Chief Executive Officer of Kibo 
Mining.

Coetzee said Kibo has been positioned 
both strategically and operationally since 
2018 in anticipation of this inevitable devel-
opment.  

“We believe that our Africa project portfolio, 
which was meticulously created and com-
municated over the past 18 months, could 
not have been positioned better on com-
mercial, geographical, socio-political and 
developmental levels, to take full advantage 
of this latest radical development in energy 
policy that will, in our opinion, enable the 
fastest economic development in the histo-
ry of Africa to date,” said Coetzee.

The African Development Bank and the 
African Union Development Agency (AU-
DA-NEPAD) have agreed to jointly develop 

Kibo applaud AU continent-wide electricity 
roll-out 

S a blueprint for a pan-continental electricity 
network and market.  

The agreement to set up a Continental 
Power System Master Plan between the 
Bank and AUDA-NEPAD was unveiled re-
cently during a three-day workshop on the 
side-lines of Programme for Infrastructure 
Development (‘PIDA’) Week held in Cairo.

 “The Continental Power System Master 
Plan will ensure that competitive electric-
ity markets are developed at regional and 
continental levels, creating unique opportu-
nities to optimally utilise Africa’s vast ener-
gy resources for the benefit of Africa,” said 
Professor Mosad Elmissiry, a senior energy 
advisor to AUDA-NEPAD. 
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 io Tinto has joined the contest for First Quantum Minerals, 
 which recently ceded 20 percent of its shares to the   
q Chinese state-owned Jiangxi Copper Company.

The Anglo-Australian mining giant was looking at several options, 
including purchasing the entire company, senior executive privy to 
the discussions has confirmed.

Rio is a global player with operations in a number of base metals, 
uranium and diamonds but its portfolio remains heavily weighted 
toward iron ore.  The company is a major producer of copper in 
Chile — where unrest has cut production — and the US. 

In addition, it also holds a stake in Oyu Tolgoi in Mongolia, reputed 
to be the largest copper and gold deposits in the world. But copper 
is a small part of the company’s overall revenues.

The move by Rio, which is looking to increase its copper holdings, 

Rio competes with Chinese for copper

R would be against the grain as a number of big western players on 
the Zambian and Congolese side of the copper-belt are exiting in 
favour of Chinese companies.

However, sources privy to Rio’s discussions indicate that Rio would 
get FQM’s Panama and Argentina assets and the Chinese would 
get Zambia, Turkey and Mauritania.

First Quantum Minerals (FQM) is the largest producer of copper in 
Zambia, a domain where Chinese companies are keen to increase 
their stake. The company also has operations in Panama, Argenti-
na, Turkey, Spain and Finland.

On the other hand Rio is said to be ready to accept a $3.5-billion 
deal with Indonesia for its interest in the giant Grasberg operation, 
paving the way for an end to a protracted, three-way wrangle in-
volving the Indonesian state mining company and Freeport McMo-
ran over the world’s No 2 copper mine.
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 luke’s new 417D, an accurate, 
 durable, point and shoot laser 
 distance meter, designed for in-
door and outdoor, dusty and wet conditions 
is now available at Comtest.  
According to the manufacturer, the easy, 
one-button operation means users can 
minimize time taken by measuring.

In addition, the Fluke brand assures the 
quality and reliability of measurements tak-
en. And, with simple function buttons, three 
different measurement tasks can be com-
pleted quickly and easily. 

Meanwhile its extra bright laser is clearly 
visible, so the target point can always be 
seen, even if the target object is in a hard-

Fluke’s new 417D hits the market

F to-reach spot, or at a long distance. 

The 417D also has a large 2-line illumi nated 
LCD screen and three-buttons for easy-to-
use one-handed measurements. 

FEATURES AND BENEFITS: 

• Measures up to 40 m (accuracy of 2 mm)
• 1 button instant distance measurement
• Quick calculation of area (square meters)
• Continuous measurement capable
• Battery life 3 000 measurements and 
   improved by ‘auto shut-off’ 
• 1-meter drop tested 
• IP54 dust and water resistant 
• 3-year warranty 
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    Industrial Scientific, global leader  in gas
    detection, is pleased to introduce the 
    RGX Gateway.  

The RGX Gateway enables designated 
safety contacts to receive real-time alerts 
for gas hazards, panic, and man-down situ-
ations happening in-plant or in the field. 

The product’s live map shows the location 
of workers and current conditions, improv-
ing response times and arming emergency 
personnel with critical information. 

Designed for hazardous locations, the RGX 
Gateway is compatible with Ventis Pro Se-
ries Multi-Gas Monitors and Radius BZ1 
Area Monitors. 

Wireless cloud connectivity for hazardous 
locations now on offer 

I In addition, through the LENS Wireless in-
strument-to-instrument mesh communica-
tion system, the monitors share gas read-
ings and alarms with one another and the 
RGX Gateway. 

The gateway then transmits readings 
through cell, WIFI, or Ethernet to iNet Now 
Live Monitoring software, which alerts key 
team members within seconds of an inci-
dent.  And the combination of LENS-en-
abled gas monitors and the gateway en-
hances the ability to get data to the cloud 
from complex locations such as confined 
spaces or plants where a typical wireless 
connection may be obstructed. 

“The RGX is truly designed to go where the 

work is. With a Class I Div II hazardous clas-
sification and an ingress protection rating of 
IP65, the gateway can be used in hazard-
ous environments as well as most weather 
conditions,” said Ryan Thompson, associ-
ate product manager. 

The RGX Gateway can be deployed for per-
mit tasks that last hours, incidents that last 
days, or projects that last weeks by using 
the rechargeable 168-hour (7 day) run-time 
battery. For longer, more permanent appli-
cations, the RGX Gateway is also compat-
ible with a variety of external power sup-
plies, allowing it to run indefinitely.
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